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list of voters prepared under sub -section ( 1 ) of sec 
tion 11 without making any alterations therein . 

( 2 ) The said lists of voters shall be kept in the 
municipal chest or safe under lock and key ; and the 
officer whose duty is to keep the key of the chest 
or safe shall be responsible for the safe custody of 
the said lists . 


Local Self Government Department 


oben 


( 3 ) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub 
-rules ( 1 ) and ( 2 ) for the first general elections to 
be held under the Act the authentic copy of each 
list of voters shall be maintained by the Mamlatdar 
of the Taluka in which the concerned Municipality 
is situated . 


Notification 
200 

LSG /MUN /817 /69 
buklets In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (a ) 

to ( q ) of sub - section (2 ) of section 18 read with 

sub - section ( 2 ) of section 306 of the Goa , Daman and 
0.136 Diu Municipalities Act , 1968 ( Act No. 7 of 1969), and 

of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, the 
Government of Goa , Daman and Diu hereby makes 
the following Rules , the same having been previously 
published as required by sub -section (3 ) of sec 
tion 306 as of the said Act , namely : 

1. Short title and commencement. ( 1 ) These 
rules may be called the Goa , Daman and Diu Muni 
cipalities ( Election ) Rules , 1969. 

(2 ) They shall come into force at once . 


2. Definitions . In these rules , unless the con 
text otherwise requires : 

( a ) " Act " means the Goa , Daman and Diu Muni 
cipalities Act, 1968 (Act No. 7 of 1969 ) ; 

(b ) . " Form " means a Form appended to these 
rules ; 

( c ) " Section " means section of the Act . 


4. Fixation of various stages of election . -- ( 1 ) 
For the purpose of holding a general election , the 
Collector shall by order in Form I, appoint :-- 

( a ) the last date, time and place for making nomi 
nations ; 

(b ) the date , time and place for scrutiny of nomi 
nations , which shall be a date not later than the 
third day after the last date for making nomina 
tions ; 

( c ) the last date for withdrawal of candidature, 
which shall be a date not later than the fifteenth 
day and not earlier than the fifth day for scrutiny 
of nominations ; 

(d ) the date or dates on which a poll shall , if 
necessary , be taken , which or the first of which 
dates shall be a date not earlier than the twelfth 
day after the last date for the withdrawal of candi 
datures, and the time during which the poll shall 
be taken on the date or dates so fixed : 


3. Maintenance of lists of voters . ( 1 ) The Chief 
Officer shall maintain the authentic copy of each 
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turning Officer is unavoidably prevented from per 
forming the said function . 


6. Returning Officer to include Assistant Retur. 
ning Officer performing functions of Returning 
Officer . - Subject to the provisions of sub -rule ( 2 ) 
of rule 5 , reference in these rules to the Returning 
Officer shall , unless the context otherwise requires , 
be deemed to include an Assistant Returning Officer . 


7. General duty of Returning Officer . — It shall 
be the general duty of the Returning Officer at any 
election to do all such acts and things as may be 
necessary for effectually conducting the election in 
the manner provided by these rules . 

8. Polling Stations . The Returning Officer shall. 
provide a sufficient number of polling stations for 
each ward for which election is to be held and shail, 
not later than seven days before the date of poll , 
publish a list showing the polling stations and the 
areas for which they will be set up (hereinafter 
referred to as the " polling area " ) . 


Provided that such date or dates shall not be 
earlier than two months before the date of expiry 
of term of office of councillors of the council to 
which such election is to be made and shall not be 
later than fifteen days before the date of such ex 
piry. 

Provided further that in the case of the first gene 
ral elections to be held under the Act, the date or 
dates to be fixed for the poll shall be such as the 
Collector may deem fit, kiut such date or dates shall 
not be earlier than the twelfth day after the last 
date for the withdrawal of candidatures . 

( e ) the date or dates , time and place for the coun 
ting of votes , and 

( f) the dates , time and places for other stages of 
the elections . 

( 2 ) The Collector shall , not less than four weeks 
before the last date fixed for the nomination of can 
didates, cause the order under sub - rule ( 1 ) to be 
published as a public notice in the same manner as 
is provided in clauses (0 ) and ( c ) of sub -section ( 2 ) 
of section 311 of the Act , and where there are local 
newspapers , also additionally by publication in one 
or more of such newspapers . The Collector shall also 
arrange to give wide publicity to the election pro 
gramme by affixing copies of the order in local lan 
guages at the municipal office and at such other 
conspicuous places within the municipal area as may 
be deemed fit and by causing the said order to be 
published in such other manner as he deems fit . 

( 3 ) Where an appeal is presented under rule 15 
against the decision of a Returning Officer accepting 
or rejecting a nomination paper in respect of the 
election in any ward , the revised last date for the 
withdrawal of candidatures in respect of such elec 
tion shall be the third day after the date on which 
such appeal is decided . If it is necessary to take a 
poll and the date appointed therefor under sub - rule 
( 1 ) is already passed or is earlier than the twelfth 
day after the revised last date for the withdrawal 
of candidatures , the Collector shall appoint a revised 
date on which the poll shall be taken (which shall 
be a date not earlier than the twelfth day after the 
revised last date for the withdrawal of candidatu 
res ) , and a revised date for the counting of votes , 
in respect cf that election . Such order shall be pu 
blished in the same manner in which the original 
order made under sub - rule ( 1 ) is published . 


9. Appointment of Presiding and Poiling Officers .-- 
( 1 ) The Returning Officer shall appoint a Presiding 
Officer for each polling station and such polling offi 
cer or officers to assist the Presiding Officer , as he 
thinks necessary, but shall not appoint any person 
who has been employed by or on behalf of, or has . 
been otherwise working for , a candidate in or about 
the election : 

Provided that , if a polling officer is absent from 
the polling station , the Presiding Officer may ap 
point any person who is present at the polling sta 
tion , other than a person , who has been employed 
by or on behalf of, or has been otherwise working 
for , a candidate in or about the election , to be the 
poiling officer during the absence of the former 
officer , and inform the Returning Officer accordin 
gly . 

(2 ) A polling officer shall, if so directed by the 
Presiding Officer , perform all or any of the func 
tions of a Presiding Officer under these rules . 

( 3 ) If the Presiding Officer , owing to illness or 
other unavoidable cause, is obliged to absent him 
self from the polling station , his functions shall be 
performed by such polling officer as has been pre 
viously authorised by the Returning Officer to per 
form such functions during any such absence . 

( 4 ) References in these rules to the Presiding 
Officer shall , unless the context otherwise requires , 
be deemed to include any person performing any 
function which he is authorised to perform under 
sub - rule ( 2 ) , or as the case may be, under sub - rule 
( 3 ) . . 


5. Appointment of Returning Officer and Assistant 
Returning Officer. - ( 1) The Collector shall appoint 
the Chief Officer or any other officer of the Council 
or any Officer of GoverỊiment to be a Returning Of 
ficer in respect of any election or part of an election 
under these rules . 

( 2 ) (a ) The Collector may , if deemed necessary , 
appoint any officer of a Council or of Government 
to be an Assistant Returning Officer to assist any 
Returning Officer in the performance of his func 
tions . 

(b ) The Assistant Returning Officer shall, subject 
to the control of the Returning Officer , be competent 
to perform all or any of the functions of the Return 
ing Officer : 

Provided that, no Assistant Returning Officer 
shall perform any of the functions of the Returning 
Officer which relates to the scrutiny of nomination 
papers or to the counting of votes , unless the Re 


10. General duty of Presiding Officer. — It shall 
be the general duty of the Presiding Officer at a 
polling station to keep order thereat and to see that . 
the poll is fairly taken . 


11. Control. - The Returning Officer , Assistant 
Returning Officer , Presiding Officers , Polling Offi 
cers and all other persons appointed for any matter 
connected with these rules shall work under the 
direction and supervision of the Collector . 


12. Nomination of candidates . ( 1 ) Any person 
may be nominated as a candidate for election to fill 
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a seat , if he is qualified to be chosen to fill that seat 
under the provisions of the Act. 

( 2 ) Every nomination paper shall be in Form II , 
which shall be supplied by the Returning Officer 
to any voter on demand . The nomination paper duly 
completed and signed by the candidate and by a 
voter of the ward as proposer , shall be delivered to 
the Returning Officer in duplicate by each candidate, 
either in person or by his . proposer , on or before 
the date appointed under sub -rule ( 1 ) of rule 4 dur 
ing the time and at the place specified thereunder . 

(3 ) Any person who is qualified to vote under sub 
-section ( 1 ) of section 12 and whose name is entered 
in the list of voters for the ward for which the 
candidate is nominated , may subscribe as proposer . 
He shall not subscribe as proposer for more than 
one nomination paper . If he does so , all the nomina 
tion papers so subscribed , except the one received 
first shall, notwithstanding anything contained in 
sub -rule ( 2 ) of rule 13 , be invalid . The same candi 
date may, however , be nominated by more than one 
nomination paper for election in the same ward . 

(4 ) In a ward where the seat is reserved for Sche 
duled Castes or Scheduled Tribes , a candidate shall 
not be deemed to be qualified to be chosen to fill that 
seat, unless the nomination paper contains a decla 
ration by him specifying the particular Scheduled 
Caste or Scheduled Tribe of which he is a member . 

(5 ) On receiving a comination paper under sub 
-rulo (2 ) , the Returning Officer shall inform the 
person delivering the same on the day, time and 
place fixed for the scrutiny of nominations and shall 
enter on the nomination paper its serial number and 
shall sign thereon a certificate stating the date on 
which and the hour at which the nomination paper 
has been delivered to him . The Returning Officer 
shall chen sign a recept for the nomination paper 
and the notice of scrutiny in Form III and hand 
over the same to the person presenting the nomina 
tion paper . As soon as may be after receipt of a 
nomination paper , the Returning Officer shall cause 
to be affixed in some conspicuous place in his office a 
notice of the nomination along with the duplicate 
copy of Part A of the nomination paper . 

(6 ) When elections are to be held at or about the 
same time in two or more wards , one and the same 
person , iỉ qualified , may be nominated for election 
in all or any number of the said wards. 


( b ) that the proposer is not qualified to nominate 
the candidate ; 

( c ) that there has been a failure to comply with 
any of the provisions of the Act or prescribed by 
these rules ; 

(d ) that the candidate or proposer is not iden 
tical with the person whose electoral number is spe 
cified in the nomination paper as the number of such 
candidate or proposer , as the case may be ; 

( e ) that the signature of the candidate or the pro 
poser on the nomination paper is not genuine or is 
obtained by fraud . 

(3 ) Nothing contained in clause (c ) , ( d ), or (e ) 
of sub -rule ( 2 ) shall be deemed to authorise the re 
jection of the nomination of any candidate on the 
ground of any irregularity in respect of a nomination 
paper, if the candidate has been duly nominated by 
means of another nomination paper in respect of 
which no irregularity has been committed . 

(4 ) The Returning Officer shall not reject any no 
mination paper on the ground of any defect which is 
not of a substantial character , 

(5 ) The Returning Officer shall hold the scrutiny 
on the date appointed in this behalf under clause (b ) 
of sub -rule ( 1 ) of rule 4 and shall not allow any 
adjournment of the proceedings , except when such 
proceedings are interrupted or obstructed by riot or 
open violence or by causes beyond his control : 

Provided that, in case any objection is raised by 
the Returning Officer or is made by any other person , 
the candidate concerned may be allowed time to rebut 
it not . later than the next day , and the Returning 
Officer shall record his decision on the date to which 
the proceedings have been adjourned . 

(6 ) The Returning Officer shall endorse on each 
nomination paper his decision accepting or rejecting 
the same and , if the nomination paper is rejected , 
shall record in writing a brief statement of his rea 
sons for such rejection . 

(7 ) For the purposes of this rule , the production of 
a certified copy of an entry made in the list of voters 
shall be conclusive evidence of the right of any voter 
named in that entry to stand for election or to subs 
cribe a nomination paper , as the case may be, unless 
it is proved that the candidate or the proposer is dis 
qualified . 

(8 ) Immediately after all the nomination papers 
have been scrutinised and decisions accepting or re 
jecting the same have been recorded , the Returning 
Officer shall prepare a list of validly nominated can 
didates in Form IV . The Returning Officer shall then 
affix list on his notice board and shall record the 
date on which and time at which the list was so 
affixed . 


C 


13. Scrutiny of nomination papers . — ( 1 ) The can 
didates , one proposer of each candidate and one other 
person duly authorised in writing by each candi 
date , but no other person , may attend at the time 
and place fixed for the scrutiny of the nomination 
papers under rule 4 , and the Returning Officer shall 
give them all reasonable facilities for examining 
the nomination papers of all candidates which have 
been delivered as required by sub - rule ( 2 ) of rule 12 . 

( 2 ) The Returning Officer shall examine the no 
mination papers and decide all objection which may 
be made to any nomination , and may , either on such 
objection or on his own motion , after such summary 
inquiry , if any, as he thinks necessary , reject any no 
mination paper on any of the following grounds , 
that is to say : 

( a ) that the candidate is not qualified or is dis 
qualified for election under the Act ; 


14. Deposits . -- ( 1 ) On or before the date appoin 
ted for the delivery of nomination papers , each can 
didate shall deposit, or cause to be deposited , with 
the Returning Officer a sum of rupees fifty in cash 
and no candidate shall be deemed to be duly nomi 
nated , unless such deposit is made : 

Provided that, in a ward in which the seat is reser 
ved for women or for Scheduled Castes or for Sche 
duled Tribes , the sum to be so deposited by or on 
behalf of a candidate , who is a woman or a member 
of a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe, as the case 


TENDAWASIRPYTAXTSTYR ARAFATTART - 

W22T 
P ......................... 


64 


SERIES I No. 4 


may be , shall be 25 per cent of the amount payable 
under this rule : 

Provided further that , where a candidate has been 
nominated by more than one nomination paper for 
election in the same ward , not more than one deposit 
shall be required of him under this rule . 

(2 ) If a candidate by whom or on whose behalf 
the deposit referred to in sub -rule ( 1 ) has been made 
withdraws his candidature in themanner and within 
the time specified in these rules ; or if the nomination 
of any such candidate is refused , the deposit shall be 
returned to the person by whom it was made ; and , if 
any candidate dies before the commencement of the 
poll, any such deposit , if made by him shall be return 
ed to his legal representative or , if not made by the 
candidate , shall be returned to the person by whom 
it was made . 

( 3 ) On a candidate being elected , such deposit 
shall be returned to hire or to the person who made 
it, as the case may be after the declaration of result . 

(4 ) On a candidate failing to get elected , if the 
number of valid votes polled by him does not exceed 
one- eighth of the total number of valid votes polled 
by all the candidates , the deposit shall be forfeited 
to the Council. 

(5 ) A deposit made in respect of an unsuccessful 
candidate , if not forfeited under sub - rule (4 ) , shall 
be returned to the person making it , as soon as may 
be, after the publication of the result of the election 
in the Official Gazette ." 


(5 ) In every appeal under this rule , the applicant 
shall join as respondents all the candidates (other 
than himself) whose nominations have been accepted 
by the Returning Officer . 

(6 ) The intimation ,affixed to the notice board 
of the Returning Officer under clause (a ) of sub 
-rule ( 3 ) shall be deemed to be sufficient notice, buth 
of the presentation of an appeal under this rule and 
of the date on which the hearing thereof shall com 
mence before the District Judge and it shall not be 
necessary to give any other notice to the appellants . 
or the respondents and the appeal or appeals shall 
be deemed to have been fixed for peremptory hear 
ing on the said date . For the purpose of the appeal, 
the District Judge may, except as provided in this . 
rule, exercise any of the powers of a Civil Court. 

( 7 ) Every appeal under this rule shall be heard 
de die in diem and disposed of by the District Judge 
as expeditiously as possible , and his decision shall 
be communicated forthwith to the Returning Officer . 

(8 ) Where one or more notices of intention to ap 
peal has or have been given to the Returning Officer , 
but no appeal is presented within the period specified 
in sub -rule ( 2 ) , the District Judge shall immediately 
intimate that fact to the Returning Officer in 
Form VI. 

( 9 ) In every case where one or more notices of in 
tention to appeal has or have been given to the Retur 
ning Officer , he shall , upon receipt of the Commu 
nications of the District Judge referred to in sub 
-rules ( 7 ) and ( 8 ) , republish by affixing to his notice 
board the list of validly nominated candidates after 
revising it, if necessary in conformity with the deci 
sion of the District Judge. 

( 10 ) The decision of the District Judge on appeal 
under this rule , and subject only to such decision , 
the decision of the Returning Officer , accepting or 
rejecting the nomination of a candidate shall be final 
and conclusive and shall not be called in question in 
any Court . 

( 11 ) Any appeal presented to the District Judge 
under this rule may be inquired into and disposed 
of by any Judge not lower in rank than a Civil Judge 
Senior Division to whom the case or such cases gene 
rally may be referred to by the District Judge , and 
any reference to the District Judge in this rule shall 
then be construed as a reference to such Judge . 


15. Appeal.— ( 1 ) An appeal shall lie to the District 
Judge of the district in which the municipal area is 
situated as herein provided from any decision of a 
Returning Officer accepting or rejecting a nomina 
tion paper . 

( 2 ) Any candidate aggrieved by a decision of the 
Returning Officer accepting or rejecting a nomina 
tion paper , may present an appeal therefrom to the 
District Judge within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of the list of validly nomi 
nated candidates : 

Provided that, such candidate has, not later than 
3 o clock in the afternoon of the day next following 
the said date , given the Returning Officer a notice 
in writing of his intention to appeal against such 
decision . 

( 3 ) If one or more notices has or have been recei 
ved in accordance with the proviso to sub - rule (2 ) , 
the Returning Officer shall, immediately after the 
expiry of the timementioned in that proviso : - 

(a ) publish the notices by affixing to his notice 
hoard one copy of each of the notices together with 
an intimation in Form v that the hearing of the 
appeals , if any , presented in pursuance of these noti 
ces shall commence , before the District Judge on 
the tenth day after the date of such publication ; 
and 

(b ) send to the District Judge a copy of each of 
the notices , the intimation referred to in clause ( a ) 
and the list of validly nominated candidates . 

( 4 ) The Returning Officer shall , on application 
made by or on behalf of a candidate , supply forth 
with to the applicant a copy of the decision accept 
ing or rejecting a nomination paper together with 
the statement of reasons, recorded by him . 


16. Assignment of symbols to and publication of 
list of contesting candidates. — ( 1 ) Subject to any 
general or special directions issued by the Govt. in 
this behalf by notification , in the OfficialGazette , the 
Returning Officer shall on the day immediately 
following the last day for withdrawal of candida 
tures , allot to each candidate a symbol in the manner 
hereinafter appearing from amongst symbols , na 
mely : - 
1. Two bullocks with 11. Bicycle . 
yoke on . 

12. Cart . 
2. Hut. 

13. Ladder. 
3. Ears of corn 

and 14. Cock . 
sickle . 

15. Tree . 
4. Lamp ( Deepa ) . 16. Star. 
5. Standing Lion . 17. Flower . 
6. Hand. 

18. Scales. 
7. Horse . 

19. Camel. 
8. Rising Sun. 

20. A Twig with twa : 
9. Elephant . 

leaves . 
10. Spade and Stoker. 21. Hammer , sickle & Star . 
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Provided that, where the number of candidates ( 3 ) No person , who is for the time being disquali 

fied under sub - section ( 11 ) of section 22 from being 
contesting the election exceeds the number of sym 

elected at any election to a Council , shall so long as 
bols in this rule, the Returning Officer may assign 

the disqualification subsists , be appointed as an elec 
any other symbol to any candidates to whom no 

tion agent. 
symbol has been assigned . 
( 2 ) If more candidates than one indicate their 

19. Appointment of Polling Agent.-- ( 1 ) At an 
preference for one and same symbol, the Returning election at which a poll is to be taken any contesting 
Officer shall , after due notice to the candidates con 

candidate , or his election agent , may appoint one 
cerne , decide by the lot in the presence of such of 

agent and two relief agents to act as polling agents 
those candidates as may be present at the appointed of such candidate at each polling station . Such ap 
time to which of those candidates , the symbol shall 

pointment shall be made by a letter in writing in 
be assigned . 

duplicate in Form IX signed by the candidate or his 

election agent. 
( 3 ) The decision of the Returning Officer in assig 
ning any symbol to a candidate under this rule shall 

( 2 ) The candidate or his election agent shall 
be final. 

deliver the duplicate copy of the letter of appoint 

ment to the polling agent, who shall , on the date 
( 4 ) The Returning Officer shall thereafter publish 

fixed for the poll , present it to , and sign the declara 
a list of contesting candidates . Such list shall be in 

tion contained therein before the Presiding Officer . 
Form VII and shall contain the names in alphabe 

The Presiding Officer shall retain the duplicate copy 
tical order determined with reference to the sur 

presented to him in his custody . No polling agent 
names of the candidates having surnames , and the 

shall be allowed to perform any duty at the polling 
names proper , of other candidates , and their addres 

station , unless he has complied with the provisions of 
ses as given in the nomination papers . 

this sub - rule . 
17. Withdrawal of candidature . --- ( 1 ) Any can 
didate may withdraw his candidature by notive in 20. Appointment of Counting Agent . ( 1 ) Each 
writing subscribed by him and delivered to the Re contesting candidate or his election agent may ap 
turning Officer : 

point not more than four agents to act as counting 

agents of such candidate by a letter in writing in 
( a ) where no appeal is presented under rule 15 , 

duplicate in Form IX signed by the candidate or his 
on or before the day appointed under clause ( c ) of 

election agent . 
sub - rule ( 1 ) of rule 4 , and 

( 2 ) Before the commencement of the counting of 
( b ) where such appeal is made , on or before the 

votes , the candidate or his election agent shall give 
third day after the cate on which the appeal is 

notice of the appointment of such counting agents 
decided . 

to the Returning Officer by forwarding to such of 
( 2 ) The notice shall be delivered to the Returning ficer the letter of appointment referred to in sub 
Officer before 3 o clock in the afternoon on the last 

-rule ( 1 ) . 
day fixed under sub - rule ( 1 ) for withdrawal of can ( 3 ) The candidate or his election agent shall also 
didature . 

deliver the duplicate copy of the letter of appoint 
( 3 ) The notice may be given either by the candi 

ment to the counting agent who shall, on the date 

fixed for the counting of votes , present it to , and sign 
date in person or by his proposer or election agent 
who has been authorised in this behalf in writing 

the declaration contained therein before , the Return 
by the candidate . 

ing Officer . The Returning Officer shall retain the 

duplicate copy presented to him in his custody . No 
( 4 ) No person who has given a notice of with counting agent shall be allowed to perform any duty 
drawal of his candidature under sub - rule ( 1 ) shall at the place fixed for the counting of votes , unless 
be allowed to cancel the notice . 

he has complied with the provisions of this sub -rule . 
(5 ) The Returning Officer shall, on being satis 

21. Revocation of appointment or death of Polling 
fied as to the genuineness of a notice of withdrawal 

Agent. - ( 1 ) -The appointment of the polling agent 
and the identity of the person delivering it under 

may be revoked by the candidate at any time before 
sub - rule ( 1 ) , cause the notice to be affixed on the 

the commencement of the poll by a declaration in 
notice board in his office . 

writing signed by him . 
18. Appointment of Election Agent and revocation ( 2 ) Such declaration shall - 
of such appointment.- . ( 1 ) If a candidate desires 

( a ) in the case where the appointment is revoked 
to appoint an election agent such appointment shall , 

not less than seven days before the commencement 
subject to the provisions of sub - rule (3 ) , be made 

of the poll, be lodged with the Returning Officer ; 
in Form VIII and lodged with the Returning Officer 
either at the time of delivering the nomination 

(b ) in any other case, be lodged with the Return 
paper or at any time before the election . 

ing Officer or the Presiding Officer of the polling 

station where the polling agent was appointed for 
(2 ) The appointment of the election agent may be 
revoked by the candidate at any time by a declaration 
in writing signed by him and lodged with the Return 

( 3 ) If the polling agent of a candidate dies before 
ing Officer . Such revocation shall take effect from 

the close of the poll , the candidate or his election 
the date on which it is so lodged . In the event of 

agent shall forthwith report in writing the fact of 
such revocation or in the event of the election agent 

such death 
dying before , or during the period of the election , the ( a ) in the case where the death takes place not 
candidate may appoint a new election agent in accor less than seven days before the commencement of the 
dance with the provision of sub - rule ( 1 ) . 

poll, to the Returning Officer , and 
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( ii ) no person who has given a notice of 
withdrawal of his candidature under rule 17 
cefore the countermanding of the poll , shall be 
ineligible for being nominated as a candidate 
for the election after such countermanding . 


24. Uncontested election . - ( 1 ) If in any ward , 
if only one candidate has filed a nomination , and his 
nomination has been accepted , the Returning Officer 
shall forthwith declare such candidate to be duly 
elected , 


( b ) in any other case , to the Returning Officer or 
the Presiding Officer of the polling station where 
the polling agent was appointed for duty , 

( 4 ) Wherever the Returning Officer receives any 
declaration or report made under sub -rule ( 1 ) or ( 2 ) , 
he shall forthwith communicate such declaration or 
report , as the case may be, to the Presiding Officer 
of the polling station where such polling agent was 
appointed for duty . 

(5 ) Where the appointment of a polling agent is 
revoked under sub -rule . ( 1 ) or where the polling 
agent dies before the close of the poil , the candidate 
or his elction agent may, at any time before the poll 
is closed , appoint a new polling agent in accordance 
with the provisions of sub - rule ( 1 ) of rule 19 : 

Provided that, the letter of appcintment of a new 
polling agent shall 

( a ) in the case where such appointment is made 
not less then seven days before the commencement 
of the poll, be given to the Returning Officer , and 

(b ) in any other case, be given to the Returning 
Officer or the Presiding Officer of the polling sta 
tion where the new polling agent is appointed . 

(6 ) The provision of sub- rule ( 2 ) of rule i9 shall 
apply in relation to a polling agent appointed under 
sub -rule (5 ) as they apply in relation to a polling 
agent appointed under sub - rule ( 1 ) of rule 19 . 


( 2 ) Iſ in any ward , only cne nomination out of 
several nominations made , has been accepted and if 
no appeal under rule 15 , has been filed or if the 
appeal or appeals so filed , have been duly rejected , 
the Returning Officer shall declare the candidate 
whose nomination has been accepted , to be duly 
elected . 


25. Contested elections. —- In 

In cases other than 
those covered by rule 24 , a poll shall be taken . 


26. Manner of voting at elections. - At every con 
tested election , votes shall be given by ballot in the 
manner hereinafter provided . 


27. Ballot Box . - Every ballot box shall be of 
such design and colour , as may be approved by the 
Collector . It shall be so constructed that ballot papers 
can be introduced therein but cannot be withdrawn . 
therefrom without the box being unlocked and the 
seals being broken . 


28. Ballot paper . 
be in Form X. 


( 1 ) Every ballot paper shall 


22. Revocation of appointment or death of Coun 
ting Agent . — ( 1 ) The appointment of the counting 
agent may be revoked by the candidate at any time 
before the commencement of the counting of votes 
by a deciaration in writing signed by him . Such de 
claration shall be lodged with the Returning Officer . 

( 2 ) If the counting agent of a candidate dies before 
the completion of the counting of votes, the candidate 
or his election agent shall forthwith report the death 
in writing to the Returning Officer . 

( 3 ) Where the appointment of a counting agent 
is revoked under sub -rule ( 1 ) or where the counting 
agent dies befcre the completion of the counting of 
votes , the candidate or his election agent may appoint 
a new counting agent in the manner laid down in 
sub -rule ( 1 ) of rule 20 . 

( 4 ) The provisions of sub - rules ( 2 ) and ( 3 ) of 
rule 20 shall apply in relation to a counting agent 
appointed under sub -rule (3 ) as they apply in rela 
tion to a counting agent appointed under sub -rule (1 ) 
of rule 20 . 


( 2 ) The names of the candidates shall be ar 
ranged on the ballot paper in the same order in which 
they appear in the list of contesting candidates at. 
the election published , prepared under rule 16 . 

( 3 ) If two cr more candidates bear the same 
name, they shall be distinguished by the addition of 
their occupaticn or residence or in some other 
manner . 


23. Death of candidate before poll . — If a contes 
ting candidate dies and a report of his death is recei 
ved by the Returning Officer before the commence 
ment of the poll , the Returning Officer shall, upon 
being satisfied of the fact of the death of the can 
didate , countermand the poll in respect of the ward 
to the election of which the deceased was a candidate 
and report the fact to the Collector and all procee 
dings with reference to the election of such ward 
shall be commenced a just in all respects , as if for 
a new election : 


29. Arrangement at polling stations. — (1 ) Outside 
each polling station there shall be displayed promi 
nently 

( a ) a notice specifying the polling area , the vo 
ters of which are entitled to vote at the polling sta 
tion , and where the polling station has more than 
one polling booth , at each one of such booths, the 
description of voters allotted to such booth ; and 

( b ) another notice giving the name of each can 
didate in the same language or languages and in the 
same order in which the names of such candidates 
appear in the list of contesting candidates at the 
election published under rule 16 together with the 
description of the symbol which has been assigned 
to each of such candidate under that rule . 

( 2 ) The Returning Officer shall cause to be pro 
vided at every polling station a compartment 
( referred to in these rules as a " polling compart 
ment" ) in which voters can record their votes 
screened from observation . 

( 3 ) The Returning Officer shall provide at each 
polling station a sufficient number of ballot boxes , 
ballot papers , copies of the list of voters in respect 
of the polling area or areas the voters of which are 


Provided that 

(i ) no further nomination shall be necessary 
in the case of a person who was a validly nomi 
nated candidate at the time of the countermand 
ing of the poll ; and 
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entitled to vote at such polling station , instruments 
for stamping, the Official mark on the ballot papers 
and articles necessary for voters to mark the ballot 
paper . The Returning Officer shall also provide at 
each polling station such other equipment and acces 
sories as may be required for taking the poil at such 
polling station . 


30. Admission to polling station .--The Presi 
ding Officer shall regulate the number of voters to be 
admitted at any one time inside the polling station 
and shall exclude therefrom all persons other than 

( a ) polling officers ; 

( b ) public servants on duty in connection with the 
election ; 

(c ) persons authorised by the Collector or the Re 
turning Officer ; 

( d ) candidates, their election agents and subject 
to the provisions of rule 19 , one polling agent of each 
candidate ; 

( e ) a child in arms accompanying a voter ; 

( f ) a person accompanying a blind or infirm 
voter who cannot move without help ; and 

(g ) such other person as the Returning Ofricer 
or the Presiding Onicer may employ ror the purpose 
of identifying the voter . 


32. Facilities for women voters . - ( 1 ) Where a 
polling station is for both men and women voters , 
the Presiding Officer may direct that they shall be 
admitted into the polling station alternately in sepa 
rate batches . 

( 2 ) The Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer 
may appoint a woman to serve as an assistant at a 
poiling station to assist women voters and also to 
assist the Fresiding Officer generally in taking the 
polling in respect or woman voters , and , in particular , 
to help in searching any women voters in case it 
becomes necessary . 

33. Identification of voters . ( 1) The Presiding 
Officer may employ at the polling station such per 
sons , as he thinks fit , to help in the identification 
of the voters or to assist him otherwise in taking a 
poll . 

( 2 ) As each voter enters the polling station , the 
Presiding Officer, or the Poliing Officer authorised 
by him in this behalf , shall check the voter s name 
and other particulars with the relevant entry in the 
list of voters and then call out the serial number , 
name and other particulars of the voter . 

(3 ) In deciding the right of a person to obtain 
a ballot paper , the Presiding Officer or the Polling 
Officer, as the case may be shall overlook merely 
clerical or printing errors , in an entry in the list of 
voters , if he is satisfied that such person is identical 
with the voter to whom such entry relates . 

34. Challenging of identity . - ( 1 ) Any candidate, 
election agent or polling agent may challenge the 
identity of a person claiming to be a particular voter 
by first depositing a sum or Rs. 2 in cash with the 
Presiding urricer for each such challenge . 

(2 ) On such deposit being made, the Presiding 
Officer shall 

( a ) warn the person challenged of the penalty 
for personation ; 

(b ) read the relevant entry in the list of voters 
in full and ask him whether he is the person referred 
to in that entry ; 

( c ) enter his name and address in the list of chal 
lenged votes in Form XI; and 

( d ) require him to affix his signature in the said 
list . 


31. Preparation of ballot boxes for poll. ( 1 ) 
Where a paper sea ) is used for securing the ballot 
box , the Presiding Officer shall fix in the space 
meant therefor a paper seal provided for the purpose . 
He shall also affix on such paper his signature 

and 
obtain thereon signatures of such candidates or such 
election or pouling algents of the candidates as may 
be present and may desire to arrix their signatures . 
He shall then secure and seal the ballot box in such 
manner that the slit for insertion of ballot papers 
therein remains open . 

( 2 ) Where it is not necessary to use a paper seal 
for securing a ballot box , the Presiding Officer shall 
secure and seal the box in such manner that the slit 
in the box for insertion of ballot papers therein re 
mains open and shall also allow the candidates or 
their election or poiling agents who may be present to 
affix their own seals on the space in the box meant 
therefor, if they so desire . 

( 3 ) Every ballot box used at a polling station shall 
bear labels , both inside and outside, marked with — 

( a ) the serial number , if any and the name of the 
ward ; 

(b ) the serial number and name of the polling sta 
tion ; 

( c ) the serial number of the ballot box (to be 
filled in at the end of the poll on the label outside 
the ballot box only ) ; and 

( d ) the date of poll . 

(4 ) Immediately before the commencement of the 
poll, the Presiding Officer shall demonstrate to the 
candidates , their election agents and their polling 
agents , who may be present at such station and all 
other persons present that the ballot box is empty 
and bears the labels referred to in sub - rule ( 3 ) . 

(5 ) The ballot box shall then be closed , sealed 
and secured and placed in full view of the Presiding 
Officer and the polling agents . 


( 3 ) The Presiding Officer shall thereafter hold a 
summary inquiry into the challenge and may for 
that purpose . 

(a ) require the challenger to adduce evidence in 
proof of the challenge and the person challenged to 
adduce evidence in proof of his identity ; 

(b ) put to the person challenged any questions 
necessary for the purpose of establishing his identity 
and require him to answer them on oath ; and 

(c ) administer an oath to the person challenged 
and any other person offering to give evidence . 

(4 ) If , after the inquiry , the Presiding Officer con 
siders that the challenge has not been established , 
he shall allow the person challenged to vote ; and if 
he considers that the challenge has been established , 
he shall debar the person challenged from voting . 

(5 ) If the Presiding Officer is of the opinion that 
the challenge is frivolous or has not been made in 
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( 3 ) No voter shall be allowed to enter a polling 
compartment when another voter is inside it . 


good faith , he shall direct that the deposit made 
under sub - rule ( 1 ) be forfeited to the Council, and 
in any other case , he shall return it to the challenger 
at the conclusion of the inquiry . 


38. Recording of vote of blind or infirm voter. — 
( 1 ) If owing to blindness or other physical infirmity , 
a voter is unable to recognise the symbols on the 
ballot paper or to make a mark thereon , the Presi 
ding Officer shall record the vote on the ballot paper 
in accordance with the wishes of the voter , fold it 
so as to conceal the vote and insert it into the bal 
lot box . 

( 2 ) While acting under this rule , the Presiding 
Officer shall observe as much secrecy as is feasible. 
He shall keep a brief record of each such instance 
but shall not indicate therein the manner in which 
any vote has been given . 


35. Safeguards against personation . - ( 1) With 
a view to preventing personation of voters , every 
voter about whose identity the Presiding Officer or 
the polling officer , as the case may be , is satisfied , 
shall allow his left forefinger to be inspected by the 
Presiding Officer or the polling officer and an inde 
lible ink mark to be put on it. 

( 2 ) If any voter refuses to allow his left fore 
finger to be inspected or marked in accordance with 
sub -rule ( 1 ) or has already such a mark on his left 
forefinger or does any act with a view to removing 
the ink mark , he shall not be supplied with any ballot 
paper or allowed to vote . 

( 3 ) Any reference in this rule to the left forefin 
ger of a voter shall , in the case where the voter has 
his left forefinger missing, be construed as a refe 
rence to any other of his left hand and shall, in the 
case where all the fingers of his left hand are mis 
sing, be construed as a reference to the forefinger 
or any other finger of his right hand , and shall, in 
the case where all his fingers of both the hands are 
missing , be construed as reference to such extremity 
of his left or right arm as he possesses. 


ing 


39. Spoilt and returned ballot papers . - ( 1) A 
voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot 
paper in such manner that it cannot be conveniently 
used as a ballot paper may , on returning it to the 
Presiding Officer and on satisfying him of the inad 
vertence , be given another ballot paper , and the ballot 
paper so returned shall be marked Spoilt -cancelled " 
by the Presiding Officer . 

(2 ) If a voter after obtaining a ballot paper de 
cides not to use it , he shall return it to the Presiding 
Officer, and the ballot paper so returned shall be 
marked as “ Returned - cancelled " by the Presiding 
Officer . 

( 3 ) All ballot paper cancelled under sub -rule ( 1 ) 
or sub -rule ( 2 ) shall be kept in a separate packet . 


36. Issue of ballot paper . — ( 1 ) No ballot paper 
shall be issued to any voter before the hour fixed 
for the commencement of the poll . 

( 2 ) No ballot paper shall be issued to any voter 
after the hours fixed for the closing of the poll, 
except to those voters who are present at the polling 
station at the time of the closing the poll . Such voters 
shall be allowed to record their votes even after the 
poll closes . 

( 3 ) Every ballot paper shall, before issue to a 
voter be stamped with such distinguishing mark as 
the Collector may direct. 

( 4 ) At the time of issuing a ballot paper to a 
voter , the Polling Officer . shall record the serial 
number thereof against the entry relating to the 
voter in the copy of the list of voters set apart for 
the purpose . 

(5 ) Save as provided in sub - rule (4 ) no person 
in the polling station shall note down the serial 
number of the ballot paper issued to a particular 
voter , 


40. Tendered votes . -- ( 1 ) If a person represen 
ting himself to be a particular voter applies for a 
ballot paper after another person has already voted 
as such voter , he shall , on satisfactorily answering 
such questions relating to his identity as the Presid 
ing Officer may ask , be entitled , subject to the follow 
ing provisions of this rule , to mark a ballot paper 
(hereinafter in these rules referred to as a " tendered 
ballot paper ” ) in the samemanner as any other voter . 

(2 ) Every such person shall , before being supplied 
with a tender ballot paper, sign his name against 
the entry relating to him in a list in Form XII . 

( 3 ) A tendered ballot paper shall be the same as 
the other ballot papers used at the polling station , 
except that it shall be 

( a ) serially the last in the bundle of ballot papers 
issued for use at the polling station ; and 

(b ) endorsed on the back with the words " tendered 
ballot paper " by the Presiding Officer in his own 
hand and signed by him . 

( 4 ) The voter , after marking a tendered ballot 
paper in the polling compartment and folding it , 
shall , instead of putting it into the ballot box , give 
it to the Presiding Officer who shall place it in a 
cover specially kept for the purpose . 


37. Voting Procedure . -- ( 1 ) The voter on recei 
ving the ballot paper shall forthwith 

( a ) proceed to one of the polling compartments ; 

( b ) there make a mark on the ballot paper with 
the instrument supplied for the purpose on or near 
the symbol of the candidate for whom he intends to 
vote ; 

( c ) fold the ballot paper so as to conceal his vote ; 

( d ) if required , show to the Presiding Officer the 
distinguishing mark on the ballot paper ; 

( e ) insert the folded ballot paper into the ballot 
box ; and 

( f ) quit the polling station . 
( 2 ) Every voter shall vote without undue delay . 


41. Closing of poll . ( 1 ) The Presiding Officer 
shall close a polling station at the hour fixed in that 
behalf under rule 4 and shall not thereafter admit 
any voter into the polling station : 

Provided that , all voters present at the polling sta 
tion before it is closed shall be allowed to cast their 
votes . 
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( 2 ) If any question arises whether a voter was 
present at the polling station before it was closed, it 
shall be decided by the Presiding Officer and his 
decision shall be final . 


( 2 ) Whether a poll is adjourned under sub 
-rule ( 1 ) , the Returning Officer shall immediately 
report the circumstances to the Collector who shall , 
as soon as may be, fix the day on which the poll 
shall recommence and fix the polling station at which 
and the hours during which , the poll shall be taken . 
The Returning Officer shall not count the votes cast 
at such election , until such adjourned poll shall have 
been completed . 

( 3 ) In every such case as aforesaid , the Collector 
shall publish the date, place and hours of the poll 
fixed under sub - rule ( 2 ) in the manner laid down in 
rule 4 ; and the provisions of these rules governing 
the original poll shall mutatis mutandis apply to the 
fresh poll taken under this rule . 


42. Sealing of ballot boxes after poll. --- ( 1) As 
soon as practicable after the closing of the poll , the 
Presiding Officer shall, in the presence of any candi 
dates or their election or polling agents , if in atten 
dance , close the slit of the ballot box , and where the 
ballot box does not contain any mechanical device 
for closing the slit, he shall seal up the slit and also 
allow any polling agent present to affix his seal. 

( 2 ) The ballot box shall thereafter be sealed and 
secured . 

( 3 ) Where it becomes necessary to use a second 
ballot box by reason of the first box getting full, the 
first box shall be closed , sealed and secured as pro 
vided in sub - rules ( 1 ) and ( 2 ) before another ballot 
box is put into use . 

43. Account of ballot papers . The Presiding 
Officer shall, at the close of the poll, prepare a ballot 
paper account in Form XIII and enclose it in a sepa 
rate cover with the words " Ballot Paper Account” 
superscribed thereon . 

44. Sealing of other packets . — ( 1 ) The Presiding 
Officer shall then make into separate packets - 

( a ) the marked copy of the list of voters ; 
(b ) the unused ballot papers ; 
( c ) the cancelled ballot papers ; 

( d ) the cover containing the tendered ballot papers 
and the list of tendered ballot papers ; 

( e ) the list of challenged votes ; and 

( f) any other papers directed by the Returning 
Officer to be kept in a sealed packet . 

(2 ) Each such packet shall be sealed with the 
seals of the Presiding Officer and of those polling 
agents present who may desire to affix their seals 
thereon . 
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47. Procedure on adjounment of poll . - ( 1) If the 
poll at any polling station is adjourned under rule 46 , 
the provisions of rules 42 to 45 (both inclusive ) 
shall , as far as practicable , apply , as if the poll was 
closed at the hour fixed in that behalf under rule 4 . 

( 2 ) When an adjourned poll is recommenced under 
sub -rule ( 2 ) of rule 46 , the voters who have already 
voted at the poll so adjourned shall not be allowed 
to vote again . 

( 3 ) The Returning Officer shall provide the Presi 
ding Officer of the polling station at which such 
adjourned poll is held , with the sealed packet con 
taining the marked copy of the list of voters and a 
new ballot box . 

( 4 ) The Presiding Officer shall open the sealed 
packet in the presence of the polling agents present 
and use the marked copy of the list of voters for 
recording the serial numbers of the ballot papers 
issued to voters at the adjourned poll. 

(5 ) The provisions of rules 26 to 45 (both inclu 
sive ) shall mutatis mutandis apply in relation to the 
conduct of an adjourned poll as they apply in relation 
to the poll before it was so adjourned . 


45. Transmission of ballot boxes , packets , etc., to 
the Returning Officer. ( 1 ) The Presiding Officer 
shall then deliver or cause to be delivered to the 
Returning Officer at such place as the Returning 
Officer may direct 

( a ) . the ballot boxes ; 
(b ) the ballot paper account ; 
(c ) the sealed packets referred to in rule 44 , and 
(d ) all other papers used at the poll. 

( 2 ) The Returning Officer shall make adequate 
arrangements for the safe transport of all ballot 
boxes, packets and other papers and for their safe 
custody until the commencement of the counting of 
votes . 


48. Fresh poll in case of destruction , etc., of ballot 
boxes . — ( 1 ) If at any election — 

( a ) any ballot box used at a polling station is 
unlawfully taken out of the custody of the Presiding 
Officer or the Returning Officer , or is accidentally 
or intentionally destroyed or lost, or is damaged or 
tampered with , to such an extent , that the result of 
the poll at that polling station cannot be ascertained , 
or 

(6 ) any such error or irregularity in procedure as 
is likely to vitiate the poll is committed at a polling 
station , the Returning Officer shall forthwith report 
the matter to the Collector . 

(2 ) Thereupon , the Collector, shall , after taking 
all material circumstances into account, either 

( a ) declare the poll at that polling station to be 
void , appoint a day , and fix the hours , for taking 
a fresh poll at that polling station and notify the 
day so appointed and the hours so fixed in such 
manner as he may deem fit , or 

(b ) if satisfied that the result of a fresh poll at 
that polling station will not, in any way, affect the 
result of the election or that the error or irregularity 
in procedure is not material, issue such directions 
to the Returning Officer as he may deem proper for 
the further conduct and completion of the election . 


46. Adjournment of poll in emergencies. -- ( 1 ) If 
at an election , the proceedings at any polling station 
for the poll are interrupted or obstructed by any 
riot or open violence, or if , at an election , it is not 
possible to take the poll at any polling station on 
account of any natural calamity , or any other suffi 
cient cause , the Returning Officer or the Presiding 
Officer for such polling station shall ann unce an 
adjournment of the poll to a date to be fixed later , 
and where the poll is so adjourned by the Presiding 
Officer , he shall forthwith inform the Returning 
Officer concerned . 
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( 3 ) The provisions of the Act and of any rules or 
orders made thereunder shall apply to every such 
fresh poll as they apply to the original poll. 

49. Counting of votes . -- At every election where 
a pcii is taken , votes shall be counted by, or under 
the supervisicn and direction of, the Returning Of 
ficer , and each contesting candidate , his election 
agent and his counting agents shall have a right to 
be present at the time of counting . 


50. Admission to the place fixed for counting . — 
( 1 ) The Returning Officer shall exclude from the 
place fixed for counting of votes all persons except ----- 

( a ) such person as he may appoint to assist him 
in the counting ; 

( b ) persons authorised by the Collector ; 

( C ) public servants on duty in connection with the 
election , and 

(d ) candidates , their election agents and counting 
agents . 

( 2 ) No person who has been employed by or on 
behalf of, or has been otherwise working for a can 
didate in or about the election shall be appointed 
under clause ( a ) of sub -rule ( 1 ) . 

( 3 ) The Returning Officer shall decide which 
counting agent or agents shall watch the counting 
at any particular counting table or group of coun 
ting tables . 

( 4 ) Any person , who during the counting of votes 
misconducts himself or fails to obey the lawful di 
rections of the Returning Officer , may be removed 
from the place where the votes are being counted by 
the Returning Officer cr by any police officer on 
duty or by any person authorised in this behalf by 
the Returning Officer . 


( c ) if votes are given on it in favour of more than 
one candidate; or 

( a ) if the mark indicating the vote thereon is pla 
ced in such manner as to make it dcubtful to which 
candidate the vote has been given ; or 

( e ) if it is a spurious ballot paper ; or 

( f) if it is so damaged or mutilated that its 
identity as a genuine ballot paper cannot be esta 
blished ; or 

( g ) if it bears a serial number , or is of a design , 
different from the serial numbers or , as the case 
may be , design of the ballot papers authorised for 
use at the polling station ; or 

( h ) if it does not bear the mark which it should 
have borne under the provisions of sub -rule (3 ) of 
rule 36 : 
Provided that: 

(i ) where a Returning Officer is satisfied that 
any such defect as is mentioned in clause ( g ) or (h ) 
has been caused by any mistake or failure on the 
part of the Presiding Officer or the Polling Officer , 
the ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on the 
ground of such defect ; 

( ii ) a ballot paper shall not be rejected merely 
on the ground that the mark indicating the vote 
is indistinct or made more than once , if the inten 
tion that the vote shall be for a particular candidate 
clearly appears from the way the paper is marked . 

( 3 ) Beiore rejecting any ballot paper under sub 
-rule ( 2 ) the Returning Officer shall allow each 
counting agent present a reasonable opportunity to 
inspect the ballot paper but shall not allow him to 
handle it or any other ballot paper . 

(4 ) The Returning Officer shall record on every 
ballot paper which he rejects the letter " R " and the 
grounds of rejection in abbreviated form either in 
his own hand or by means of a rubber stamp. 

(5 ) All ballot papers rejected under this rule shall 
be bundled together . 


51. Maintenance of secrecy of voting . — The Re 
turning Officer , shall, before he commences the coun 
ting , read out the provisions of section 30 to such 
persons as may be present. 

52. Scrutiny and opening of ballot boxes . — ( 1 ) 
The Returning Officer may have the ballot boxes 
used at more than one polling station opened and 
their contents counted simultaneously . 

(2 ) Before any ballot box is opened at a counting 
table , the counting agents present at that table shall 
be allowed to inspect the paper seal or such other 
seal as might have been affixed thereon and to sa 
tisfy themselves that it is intact. 

(3 ) The Returning Officer shall satisfy himself 
that none of the ballot boxes has , in fact, been tam 
pered with . 

(4 ) If the Returning Officer is satisfied that any 
ballot box has , in fact, been tampered with , he shall 
not count the ballot papers contained in that box 
and shall follow the procedure laid down in rule 48 
in respect of that polling station . 

53. Scrutiny and rejection of ballot papers . — ( 1 ) 
The ballot papers taken out of each ballot box shall 
be arranged in convenient bundles and scrutinised . 

( 2 ) The Returning Officer shall reject a ballot 
paper 

( a ) if it bears any mark or writing by which the 
voter can be identified ; or 

(b ) if no vote is recorded thereon ; or 


54. Counting of votes . — ( 1 ) All ballot papers , 
which are not rejected under rule 53 , shall be taken 
for counting and the votes recorded in favour of 
each candidate shall be counted with the aid of per 
sons appointed to assist the Returning Officer under 
clause ( a ) of sub -rule ( 1 ) or rule 50 : 

Provided that, no cover containing tendered ballot 
papers shall be opened and no such paper shall be 
counted . 

( 2 ) Upon the completion of counting of votes in 
respect of a polling station , the Returning Officer 
shall make the entries in a result sheet in Form XIV 
and announce the particulars. 

( 3 ) The valid ballot papers shall thereafter be 
bundled together and kept along with the bundle of 
rejected ballot papers in a separate packet, which 
shall be sealed and on which shall be recorded the 
following particulars , namely -- 

( a ) the name or number of the ward ; 
(b ) the name or number of the polling station ; and 
( c ) the date of counting. 


55. Counting to be continuous . -- The Returning 
Officer shall, as far as practicable, proceed conti 
nuosly with the counting of votes and shall , during 
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proceed as if the candidate on whom the lot falls 
had received an additional vote . 


any intervals when the counting has to be suspended , 
keep the ballot papers, packets and other papers re 
lating to the election sealed with his own seal and 
the seals of such candidates or election or counting 
agents as may desire to affix their seals and shall 
cause adequate precautions to be taken for their safe 
custody during such intervals . 


59. Declaration of result . The Returning Officer 
shall then declare to have been elected the candidate 
to whom the highest number of valid votes has been 
given , complete and certify the return of election 
in Form XV , and send signed copies thereof to the 
Collector as soon as possible . 


56. Recommencement of counting after fresh 
poil . -- ( 1 ) If a fresh poll is held under rule 48 , the 
Returning Officer shall , after completion of that poli , 
recommence the counting of votes on the date and 
at the time and place which have been fixed by the 
Collector in that behalf and of which notice has been 
praviously given to the candidates and their election 
agents . 

( 2 ) The provisions of rules 53 and 54 shall apply , 
so far as may be , to such further counting. 


60. Custody of election papers . The Returning 
Officer shall retain in his custody the packets refer 
red to in rule 44 and all other documents relating 
to the election . 


- 


57. Re - count of votes . — ( 1 ) After the completion 
of the counting, the Returning Officer shall record 
in the result sheet in Form XIV , the total number 
of votes polled by each candidate and announce the 


61. Production and inspection of election papers . - 
( 1 ) While in the custody of the Returning Officer : 

(a ) the packets of unused ballot papers ; 

(b ) the packets of used ballot papers whether valid , 
tendered or rejected ; 

( c ) the packets of marked copies of the list of 
voters ; 
shall not be opened and their contents shall not be ins 
pected by , or produced before, any person or autho 
rity , except under the order of a competent court . 

(2 ) All other papers relating to the election shall 
be open to public inspection . 


same. 


í 


( 2 ) After such announcement has been made, a 
candidate or , in his absence , his election agent may 
apply in writing to the Returning Officer for a re 
-count of all or any of the ballot papers already 
counted stating the grounds on which he demands 
such re- count. 

( 3 ) On such an application being made, the Re 
turning Officer shall decide the matter and may 
allow the application , in whole or in part, or may 
reject it in toto if it appears to him to be frivolous 
or unreasonable . 

( 4 ) Every decision of the Returning Officer under 
sub -rule ( 3 ) shall be in writing and contain the rea 
sons therefor. 

(5 ) If the Returning Officer , decides under sub 
-rule ( 3 ) to allow an application , either in whole or 
in part , he shall : - 

( a ) count the ballot papers again in accordance 
with his decision ; 

( b ) amend the result sheet in Form XIV to the 
extent necessary after such re- count ; and 

( c ) announce the amendments , so made by him . 

(6 ) After the total number of votes polled by 
each candidate has been announced under sub - rule 
( 1 ) or sub -rule (5 ) , the Returning Officer shall com 
plete and sign the result sheets in Form XIV and no 
application for a re -count shall be entertained there 
after . 


62. Disposal of election papers . - ( 1) The packets 
referred to in sub -rule ( 1 ) of rule 61 shall be retai 
ned for a period of one year and shall thereafter be 
destroyed , subject to any direction to the contrary 
given by the Government or by a competent court. 

( 2 ) All other papers relating to the election shall 
be retained , until the termination of the next general 
election for the ward to which they relate and shall 
thereafter be destroyed , subject to any direction to 
the contrary given by the Government or a com 
petent court . 


2 


C 


63. Casual vacancies . Whenever a report is re 
ceived by the Director from the Chief Officer under 
sub - section ( 2 ) of section 50 of a vacancy in the 
office of Councillor , the Collector on intimation 
from the Director , shall fix a date, as soon as con 
veniently may be, for holding bye - election to fill the 
vacancy and the provisions of these rules shall there 
upon mutatis mutandis apply accordingly . 


FORM I 
( See Rule 4 ) 


Office of the Collector of ... 


Provided that , no step under this sub -rule shall 
be taken on the completion of the counting until the 
candidates and election agents present at the com 
pletion thereof have been given a reasonable oppor 
tunity to exercise the right conferred by sub- rule 
( 2 ) . 


... 


58. Equality of Votes. — If, after the counting of 
the votes is completed an equality of votes is found 
to exist between any candidates, and the addition 
of one yote will entitle any of those candidates to be 
declared elected , the Returning Officer shall forth 
with decide between those candidates by lot , and 


ORDER 
No. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub -rule ( 1 ) of rule 4 
of the Goa , Daman and Diu Municipalities Election Rules, 1969. 

I , Collector of ... hereby appoint in relation to the elec 
tion to the Council by the ward specified in column 1 of 
the schedule hereto 
( a ) Name of Returning Officer or Assistant Returning 

Officer specified in column 2 (against the ward 
specified in column 1 hereinafter referred to as 

« against the ward » ) . 
(0 ) the date and time specified in column 3 (against the 

ward ) thereof, to be the last date and time for making 
nominations ; 


......... 


----------... --. - .-- .... 


.... 
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( c ) the date and time specified in column 4 ( against the ( h ) the date specified in column 9 (against the ward ) , to 
ward ) to be the date and time for the scrutiny of 

be the date for the publication of the list of contesting 
nominations ; 

candidates ; 
( a ) the date specified in column 5 (against the ward ) ( i ) the date or dates and time specified in column 10 
to be the date for the publication of the list of validly 

(against the ward ), to be the date or dates on which 
nominated candidates ; 

and the time during which the poll shall be taken ; 
( e ) the date specified in column 6 (against the ward ) to (1) the date and time specified in column 11 ( against the 
be the last date for making appeals ; 

ward ) , to be the date and time for counting of votes ; 
( f ) name, and designation and address of the appellate ( ) the place specified in column 12 (against the ward ) , 
authority as specified in column 7 ( against the ward ) ; 

to be the place for making scrutiny and withdrawal of 
( g ) the date specified in column 8 ( against the ward ) , 

nominations; 
to be the last date for withdrawal of candida 

( 1). the place specified in column 13 (against the ward ), 
tires ; 

to be the place for counting of votes. 
SCHEDULE 


uo 


Nameornumberof Ward 


NameofReturning 

OfficerorAssist- antReturningO1 ficer 


Lastdateandtime 

formakingnomi nations 


Dateandtimefor 

scrutinyofnomi nations 


candiDateofPublication 

oflistofvalidly nominated dates 


Lastdateformaking 

appeals 


AuNameandthedesig 

nation&address ofAppellate 
thority 


Lastdateforwith 

drawalofcandide 


DateofPublication 

oflistofcontest ingcandidates 


timeordates 

and duringwhichpoll 

shallbetakeilDate 


votesDateandtimefor 

countingof 


formaking scrutinyandwith drawalofnomina 
Placo 

tions 


Placeforcountingor 

votes 


ture 


Őwhich 


1 


12 


13 


1 . 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 


Date : 


Place : 


Collector of 


FORM II 
[See rule 12 ( 2 ) ] 


Nomination Paper 


PART 


Election to the 


Council. 


( To be filled in by the Proposer ) 
I hereby nominate as 3. candidate for election from 
tho ... ward ... 
( Name) (Number ) 
Name of candidate ... 
Father s Husband s name ... 
Age ... 
Full postal address of the candidate ... 

In a ward having a reserved seat state the particulars of 
the Caste or Tribe to which the candidate belongs. 

The name or number of the ward in which the name of 
the candidate is entered as a voter in the list of voters. 

Serial number of the candidate in the list of voters of the 
ward aforementioned in which his name is entered as a voter . 

Name of the proposer . 

Serial number of the proposser in the list of voters of the 
ward . 
Date : 

Signature of Proposer . 


( Declaration as to Choice of symbol) 
I hereby declare ... 
( a ) that I am sponsored at this election by the . party ; 

(b ) that the symbols I have chosen are in order up prefe 
rence . 

( 1 ) 
( 2 ) 
( 3 ) 
Date : 

Signature of Candidate . 
Note : - If the candidate is not sponsored by any political party 
item ( r ) should be striick off . In item (b ) , three symbols should 
be indicated by every candidate , whether spozsored by any party 
or not. 
Serial No. of nomination paper . 
This nomination was delivered to me at my office at 

* Candidate 
(hour ) on ( date ) by the 

* Proposer 

of the candidate . 
Date : 

Signature of Returning Officer . 


Decision of Returning Officer accepting or rejecting the 
nomination paper , 

I have examined this nomination paper in accordance with 
rule 13 of the Goa , Daman and Diu Municipalities Election 
Rules , 1969, and decide as follows: 
Date : 

Signature of Returning Officer . 


... 


* Strike off if unnecessary . 


( Declaration by Candidate ) 


FORM III 


I hereby signify my willingness to serve as a Councillor 
if I am elected , 
Date : 

Signature of Candidate . 


PART 


Further declaration to be made by a Scheduled Castes 
or à Scheduled Tribes Candidate 

* Caste 
I hereby declare that I am a member of the 

* Tribe 
* Caste 
which is a Scheduled 

* Tribe : 

in relation to the Union Terri 
tory of Goa , Daman and Diu . 
Date : 

Signature of Candidate. 


[ See rule 12 ( 5 ) ] 
Receipt for Nomination Paper and Notice of Scrutiny 
( To be handed over to the person presenting 

the nomination paper ) 
Serial No. of Nonination Paper ... 

The nomination paper of ... a candidate for election from 
the ... ward of ... council delivered to me at my office at ... 

* Candidate 
(hour ) on ... ( date ) by the 

-of the candidate . 

* Proposer 
All nomination papers will be taken up for scrutiny at ... 
(hour ) on ... (date ) at ... ( place ). 
Date ... 

Signature of Returning Officer. 


* Strike off if unnecessary . 
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FORM IV 


FORM VIII 


[ See rule 13 ( 8 ) ] 


[ See rule 18 ( 1 ) ] 


List of validly nominated candidate s 


Appointment of Election Agent 


Election to the ... Council from ... Ward . 


Election to the ... Council from ... Ward ... 

(Name) (Number ) 


SI. NO, 


Name of candidate 


Address of candidate 


TO , 

The Returning Officer, 

Municipal area . 
I, ... of ... a candidate at the above election do hereby 
appoint ... of ... as my election agent from this day at the 
above election . 

Place ... 
Date ... 

Signature of Candidate. 


1 . 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 


etc. 


I accept the above appointment. 
Place ... 
Date ... 

Signature of Election Agent. 


Place ... 
Date ... 


Returning Officer . 


FORM IX 


FORM V 
[ See rule 15 ( 3 ) ( a ) ] 


( See rules 19 and 20 ) 


Appointment of Polling / Counting Agent 


Intimation of Hearing Appeals against Decisions Accepting 

or Rejecting Nomination Papers 


Election to the ... Council from ... Ward . 


С. 


I hereby publish the notices received by me under sub 
-rule ( 2 ) of rule 15 of the Goa, Daman and Diu Municipali 
ties Election Rules, 1969 and give intimation that the hearing 
of the appeals, if any, presented in pursuance of these notices 
shall commence before the District Judge on the tenth 
day after the date of this publication i. e . on the day 
of 19 ... 
Dated 

Returning Officer . 


To , 

* The Returning Officer , 
* The Presiding Officer , 

Polling Station , 
I , ... * a candidate / * the election agent of ... who is candi 
date at the above election , do hereby appoint as a * polling 
agent to attend Polling booth No.... of Polling Station No.... 


... 


* Counting Agent to attend at the place fixed for the counting 
of votes . 


Copy forwarded with compliments to the District Judge 
with a copy of each of the notices received and the list of 
validly nominated candidates. 


Place 


Date ... 


* Candidate 
Signature of 

* Election Agent 
* Polling Agent 
* Counting agent 


I agree to act as such 


FORM VI 
[ See rule 15 ( 8 ) ) 


Place ... 
Date 


Intimation of Non -presentation of Appeal 


Declaration of 


* Polling 

Agent to be signed before the 
* Counting 


... 


* Returning 


Officer . 


* Presiding 


To , 

The Returning Officer for Ward of the ... Council , 

Reference your intimation , dated the ... day of ... 19 ... 
regarding notice (s ) of intention to appeal received by you . 

No appeal has been presented to me within the prescribed 
period in pursuance of the notice ( s ) given by 

Place 
Date ... 

District Judge, 


С 


Date ... 


I hereby declare that at the above election I will not do 
anything forbidden by the Goa , Daman and Diu Municipa 
lities Act, 1968 or rules made thereunder , 

* Polling Agent 

Signature of 
Signed before me. 

Counting Agent 

* Returning Officer 
Date i.. 

* Presiding Officer 


FORM VII 


[ See rule 16 ( 4 ) ] 


* Only the appropriate alternative should be used . 


List of Contesting Candidates and Symbols assigned to them 
Election to the ... Council from ... Ward . 


FORM X 
( See rule 28 ) 


si, 
No. 


Name of Candidate Address of Candidate 

Symbol assigned to 

the Candidate 


Ballot Paper 


Election to the 


Council from 


ward . 


1 . 
2 . 
3 . 

4 . 
etc. 


Name of candidate 

1 


Symbol assigned 

2 


Place ... 
Date ... 


Returning Officer . 


Note . - Serial number of each ballot paper shall appear at the 
top on the front side . 
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NuV 


! 


FORM XI 


FORM XIV 
(See rules 54 and 57) 


( See rule 34 ) 


List of Challenged Votes 


Result Sheet 


Election to the ... Council from the 


Ward 


Election to the Council from Ward . 
Polling Station 

No. of Polling Station , if any ... 


Number of valid 
Polling Station votes cast in 

favour of 


Number of 


Remarks 


Sl. No. 


Valid votes 


A B C 


Name 


Signatureorthumb impressionofthe voterandhis 

address 


Serialnumber inlistofvoters 


Serialnumber 

ofentry 1Nameofthevoter 


etc. 


Numberof tenderedvotes 


Nameof identifier,ifany 


Rejected 

votes 


Nameofperson 

challenging 


Total votesfor polling station 


Amountof 

depositmade OrderofPresiding Officerineachcase 


Signature ofchallenger acknowledging receiptofdeposit whendeposit 

returned 


1 


5 


6 


7 


9 


Date ... 


Signature of the Presiding Officer , 


Total number of 
Votes recorded at 
Polling Stations 


FORM XII 


( See rule 40 ) 


Date : 


Place : 


Tendered Votes List 


Returning Officer 


Election to the Council from Ward . 
Polling Station 

No. of Poiling Station , if any 


1 . 


FORM XV 


. 


( See rule 59 ) 


Return of Election 


Election to the 


Council from ... Ward ... 19 ... 


Sl. No. 


Name of candidate 


Number of valid votes 
given for the candidate 


Date 


Signature of the Presiding Officer . 


1 
2 
3 
4 
etc. 


FORM XII 
(See rule 43 ) 


... 


Ballot Paper Account 
Election to the ... Council from ... Ward : 
Polling Station 


Total No. of valid votes 
Total No. of invalid votes 
Total No. of tendered votes ... 


I declare that 


Namo 


Serial 
Nos . 


Total 
Nos . 


Address 


has been duly elected 


1. Number of ballot papers received by the Presiding Officer 

at the Polling Station or if the Polling Station has more 

than one booth , at each booth . 
2. Number of ballot papers issued to voters 
3. Number of unused ballot papers returned 
4. Number of ballot papers cancelled 
5. Number of tendered hallot papers used 
6. Number of ballot papers in ballot boxes 


Place 
Dated the ... day of 


19 ... 


Signature of Returning Officer 


By order and in the name of the Administrs or 

of Goa , Daman and Diu . 


Date ... 


Signature of the Presiding Officer . 


Note : - If polling station has more 

than one polling booth 
separate account in this form shall be attached to this account in 
respect of each such polling booth . 


A. N. Dixit, Secretary to Lt. Governor . 
Panaji , 6th April, 1970 . 
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